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INTER Network. Intercultural Education. 
Teacher Education and School Practice

The INTER Network, created in 2007 with the 
financial support of the European Commission, 
aims to improve the quality of education and 
contribute to innovation in schools by assisting 
them in the adoption / implementation of an 
intercultural approach, fostering the reflection 
on cultural diversity and providing a scenario in 
which to cooperate, exchange and elaborate 
practical tools for initial and in-service teacher 
training. Teachers can make a difference in 
schools by transforming their own practices and 
ideas about education and cultural diversity.

Contents of this Newsletter
Network Announcements.....................1
Interview.................................................2
Network Materials and Resources.......3
Network Publications............................3
Other Key Publications.........................3
Past Conferences..................................3
Call for Papers.......................................4
Book and Website reviews...................5
Other Announcements..........................6
Inter Network Contacts.........................8
Inter Newsletter.....................................9

Network Announcements 

Interview 

•  The Steering Committee, integrated by the coordinators of the seven work packages (WP), will be 
    holding a meeting next February 2009. The meeting will be coordinated and organized by Antoine 
    Gambin in Malti Media House.

• WP5 met in Verona on 11-12 November in order to analyse the information collected with the 
   questionnaire “State of the innovation on intercultural education”. They will report the meeting on 
   the platform and the website: //internetwork.up.pt 

• Caridad Hernández (UCM), Antoine Gambin (coordinator WP4) and Jorun B. Holmberg 
   (coordinator WP6) are organizing a Seminar on Educational Practices Systematization. The focus 
   will be how to systematize  our own school practices. Participation is open to all the INTER 
   Network members. 
   Place: UCM (Madrid, Spain), Date: February 2009. Dates will be announced in 12/08.

• ATTENTION!! Papers to be published in Warsaw Proceedings must be sent to Patricia Mata by 30 
  November 08. pmata@bec.uned.es 

• II Open Conference of the INTER Network will be held in Slovenia, September 2009.

Mrs. Tatjana Vonta is the Director of the Educational Research Institute (Slovenia), one of 
the partners in the INTER Network.

Which are the main objectives of the Institute?

Educational Research Institute is a central institution in Slovenia for fundamental, developmental 
and applicative researches in all fields of education and for developing educative sciences and 
their interdisciplinary connections. We are focusing on social and communication process on the 
level of education. Applicative researches give us insight in educational processes and educational 
changing interventions in practice and a possibility to analyze different factors of quality education 
on the level of organization, methods and content of education.  

What kind or educational research are you undertaking at this moment?

Institute is actively involved in different international researches which represented a resource for 
gathering comparative deliverances about educational system and offer starting points for 
evaluation of national educational process quality and for identifying problems and dilemmas in 
educational practice. Results of our research work are available in scientific monographies, data 
files, domestic and international journals, conference and thematic proceedings, handbooks etc. 
Results are also presented at national and international conferences. Institute also organizes 
different scientific and professional conferences and meetings on national and international level.   

Do you have links with the educational practices?

Developmental research center for pedagogical initiatives is one of the five Center’s at Educational 
Research Institute. It was founded in 1995 as Step by step program at OSI’s (Open Society 
Institute) National Foundation in Slovenia. In 1997 the organization has changed its name in 
Developmental Research Centre for Pedagogical Initiatives Step by Step and moved to 
Educational Research Institute. The Center was established in order to research, develop, initiate, 
implement, evaluate and promote various activities in the educational field, which support 
educational reform processes in public schools in Slovenia. The Center's programs are based on 
principles of democratic civil society, children’s and parent’s rights, contemporary knowledge of 
child development and learning abilities and introduction of changes into the educational system.
We already develop training programs: 

     • Basic and advanced courses for professionals working in preschool, primary and 
 middle school;
     • Basic and advanced courses for faculty members at institutions that train and re-train 
 early childhood professionals;
     • Basic and advanced courses for families, expectant parents and parents’ associations 
 and other institutions.

Each year we train more than 1000 teachers. To achieve high quality of trainings we also put a lot 
of attention on trainings for trainers and establish trainers’ network.

Network Materials and Resources 

Past Conferences

Network Publications

Movie: “Entre les Murs” (“The Class”)
Director: Laurent Cantet  F 2008, 128 min.
Laurent Cantet (Human Resources, Time Out, Heading 
South) shot multiple improvised takes of real students 
and a real teacher using three cameras to make “The 
Class”, a remarkable new film about what happens over 
the course of a year between a single collège (junior 
high or middle school) class in the multi-ethnic 20th 
arrondissment of Paris and their French teacher.
Trailer in youtube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XBX_M4Sh3Sg

La maleta intercultural (The intercultural suitcase)
This material is the work of a three year European 
project (994458-cp-1-2001-1-ES-Comenius- 2.1) 
co-ordinated by the Teacher’s Centre of Alcalá de 
Guadaira in Seville. All units have been put into 
practice in the classroom by both, members of the 
project and  people who are not part of it. Their 
conclusions were taken into account in the writing of 
the final report and have therefore been used as real 
evaluation of the materials. Units were created as the 
result of a previous survey on teachers needs in 
multicultural classrooms.
See more at: 
http://www.sebyc.com/iesrch/intercultural/index.htm

Inés Gil Jaurena (UNED) has presented 
her Doctoral Thesis titled “El enfoque 
intercultural en la educación primaria. 
Una mirada a la práctica escolar. The 
intercultural approach in primary 
education. A glance at schooling 
practices”.   

To get additional information you can 
contact  inesgil@edu.uned.es
http://www.navreme.net/publications/pu
blications.html

Intercultural Education 
(Academic Journal)  
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/14
675986.asp

Other Key Publications 
OSCE/ODIHR The Toledo Guiding Principles on Teaching about Religions and Beliefs in 
Public Schools http://www.osce.org/odihr/item_11_28314.html

The Big Myth: A resource on religious diversity www.bigmyth.com

van Dijk, L. & van Driel, B. (Eds) (2007), Challenging Homophobia, Trentham Books, London

van Driel, B. (Ed.) (2004) Confronting Islamophobia in Educational Practice, Trentham Books, London.

Mockumentary about Jose Manuel a Chineseman imprisoned in the body of a Spaniard. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rr5SFhGPIjk  

Book and Website Reviews
Sentado entre dos sillas. Historias de un mal pensante sobre la cooperación al desarrollo
Sit down on two chairs. Stories about cooperation for development. 
by Javier Ponce Comité Ecuménico de Proyectos CEP, Ecuador , 2004                                  
ISBN 9978-983-29-5 (also in German: Sackgassen des Helfens und Möglichkeiten der Entwicklung. 
Eine Bilanz aus Lateinamerika. Westfälisches Dampfboot, Münster 2008)

Quoting Tzvetan Todorov in his book The Conquest of America: The Question of the Other  
(1984), Javier Ponce tells stories and analyse the inter-cultural relation between Europe and Latin 
America in the 20th century, that continues to be influenced by the colonial past. Projections and 
misunderstandings are current in both directions, but there is also respect about the diversity of these 
two cultures. A crucial book for the intercultural dialogue, with practical examples.

EMIGRA (acronym of the Spanish words Education, Migration, Infanica –Childhood-, Group, 
Research and Anthropology) is a research group of scholars specialised in Anthropology of 
Education and Childhood in multicultural settings. EMIGRA acts as the leading group of a network of 
researchers on Ethnographic research in Migration and Education, funded by the Catalan Agency of 
Research. They are currently participating in several projects and they maintain the webpage: 
www.emigra.org.es at the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona. They are also editing very 
interesting newsletters.

INTER Network Contacts: 
Universidad Nacional De Educatión a Distancia
Contact person: Teresa Aguado | maguado@edu.uned.es (SPAIN)

Departamento de Didáctica de las Ciencias Sociales
Contact person: Caridad Hernández | cariher@edu.ucm.es (SPAIN)

Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas
Contact person: Margarita Del Olmo |  (SPAIN)

Ministerio de Educación. Centro de Investigación y Documentación Educativa
Contact person: Montserrat Grañeras |  (SPAIN)

Colegio de Educación Infantil Rosa Chacel
Contact person: Claudia Suárez |  (SPAIN)

IES “Mar de ARAGON”
Contact person: Paloma Gracia |  (SPAIN)

Fundación Hogar del Empleado
Contact person: María Rosario Díaz |  (SPAIN)

Centro di Studi Interculturali – Departamento di Scienze dell’Educazione
Universita degli Studi de Verona
Contact person: Agostino Portera |  (ITALY)

Associazione Formazione e Ricerca Internazionale- AFORII
Contact person: Claudia Corselli |  (ITALY)

Istituto Comprensivo Statale 17 Montorio (Verona)
Contact person: Zanetti Diego |  (ITALY)

Latvijas Universitate
Contact person: Vineta Porina |  (LATVIA)

Metis Co. Ltd.
Contact person: Antoine Gambin |  (MALTA)

Université de la Reunion – Faculté des lettres el des Sciences Humaines - ORACLE
Contact person: Driss Alaoui |  (FRANCE)

 

International Association for Intercultural Education
Contact person: Barry Van Driel |  (NETHERLANDS)

Navreme Knowledge Development
Contact person: Bernd Baumgartl | baumgartl@navreme.net
Contact person: Luisa Lobo | lobo@navreme.net  (AUSTRIA)

ECORYS Research and Consulting
Contact person: Wojciech Kreft |  (POLONIA)

Universidade do Porto
Contact person: Maria Lopes Pinto | mariapinto@reit.up.pt   (PORTUGAL)

Escola Superior de Educaçao Paula Frassinetti
Contact person: Miguel Prata |  (PORTUGAL)

Education Research Institute
Contact person: Tatjana |  (ESLOVENIA)

Nottingham Trent Universitye
Contact person: Alan Browne |  (UNITED KINGDOM)

Radford Primary School
Contact person: Philip High |  (UNITED KINGDOM)

Universitetet i Oslo
Contact person: Jorun Buli Holmberg |  (NORWAY)

Spikkestad School
Contact person: Anne Britt Strupstad |  (NORWAY)  

Workshop: “La integración a debate: aciertos y fracasos 
en el contexto educativo / The debate about integration: 
failures and success in the educational context”. CSIC, 
Spain. January 31th and February 1st, 2008. 

Conference Cooperative Learning in Multicultural 
Societies : Critical Reflections. January 19-22, 2008. 
All submitted contributions are now attached to the IAIE 
homepage: www.iaie.org 

Other Announcements
Master's Programme in Multicultural and International Education at Oslo University College

The Faculty of Education and international studies at Oslo University College has over the past ten 
to twenty years involved itself strongly in multicultural and international challenges in the education 
sector. The demand for higher level theoretical and practical competence in this field is increasing 
very rapidly, both nationally and internationally. 

As a consequence of Norway’s increasingly multicultural society, Norwegian schools are faced with 
a series of challenges which demand increased competence among pre-school and primary school 
teachers. Oslo has at present the largest concentration of citizens with a multicultural background 
and more than 30% of children who start school in the city have a first language other than 
Norwegian. 

Parallel with this national development towards multicultural schooling, internationalisation and 
globalisation are areas of increased focus in Norwegian schools. The Norwegian multicultural school 
must be understood within a background of global processes. At the same time a comparative 
perspective is important in order to estimate various problem areas in the light of corresponding 
conditions in other countries. 

Increasing globalisation is characterised by, among other things, increased availability of 
research-based knowledge from many countries and cultures concerning the connection between 
education and development process at the level of the individual, the group and society as a whole. 
Examples of such areas of knowledge which are important in an educational context globally are: 

 • cultural understanding 
 • perspectives on knowledge and learning 
 • the roles of the teacher and the pupil 
 • the relationship between the school, the home and the local community 
 • school leadership 
 • education and competence 
 • economic growth and school development 
 • class and power aspects of education 
 • the role of education in democratization processes 
 • the relationship between minorities and the majority 
 • multilingualism 
 • religious diversity 
 • ethnicity and racism 
 • gender and gender roles 

This Master’s programme in Multicultural and International Education aims at offering an advanced 
study programme which provides necessary competence for work in the Norwegian multicultural 
schools as well as for international work within the education sector in the South. 

This study represents an alternative to other Master programmes within the academic field of 
pedagogy and social science. The unique characteristic of this course is that it is professionally 
oriented, has an inter-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary character and focuses on both the 
multicultural Norwegian school as well as work related to education and development in the South. 

With the exception of Module 4a - Multicultural Education in North, all modules are taught in English. 
For further information contact: Heidi Biseth (Heidi.Biseth@lui.hio.no).

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

MASTER on line: Intercultural Competence and Management
UNIVERSITY OF VERONA
Department of Educational Science, Centre for Intercultural Studies
Prof. Agostino Portera

Educational and work aims
The aim of the Course focuses on training professionals with a view to identifying the risks and the 
rewards inherent in a multicultural and pluralist situation, so that conflicts or growth potential for 
development may be recognized, mediated and managed. Globalization, internationalization of 
economic affairs and multicultural societies require the specific professionalism and competence of 
social workers who should be ready to operate in different educational, cultural, healthcare, business 
and local contexts, with persons from various countries, different values and different cultural, 
religious and linguistic lifestyles.

In the light of new developments in intercultural education, the course will cover the necessary skills 
for the said profession, namely intercultural competence and management, mediation abilities, 
cooperative learning and coaching. Above all, this master will focus on relationship and problem 
solving in educational and social contexts, school and business. The course will also focus on 
professional requirements in the mass media, journalism and intercultural communications. 

Employment opportunity
The Master in Intercultural Competence and Management is designed to qualify experts and 
consultants for public administration, state agencies, public and private international companies 
with foreign employees, non-governmental organizations and non-profit institutions, schools and 
educational institutions. These professionals may also advise on school and educational curricula, 
act as intercultural mediators and conduct historical and documentary research. 

Teaching facilities
The course provides both e-learning training and residential lectures. Knowledge of Italian language 
is essential. Lessons Beginning: 2 Feb 2009; End: Feb 2010

Director 
Agostino Portera, Director of Department of Educational Science, Faculty of Educational and Training 
Science, Full Professor of Intercultural Pedagogy.

Professors (selection): 
Alleman Ghionda Cristina; Balboni Paolo; Boehm Winfried; Cattacin Alessandro; Fiorucci 
Massimiliano; Franzina Emilio; Gafaro Alvaro; Nicola Sartor, Donata Gottardi, Luigi Secco, 
Leonardo Piasere, Emilio Franzina; Groddeck Norbert; Gundara Jagdish; Harvey Martine; Melegari 
Carlo; Monasta Gregorio; Onestini Cesare; Roth Wolfgang; Tondini Giovanni; Van Driel Barry.

Partner and Sponsors
IAIE (International association for intercultural education); Università di Colonia, di Londra, di 
Freiburg, di Barcellona, di Wuerzburg; Associazione degli Industriali di Verona; Azienda Ospedaliera 
di Verona; Apindustria di Verona; Gruppo Manni; Riva Acciaio Spa; Unicef.

Deadline for applications: 5 December 2008. 

Application and information office:
University of Verona, Department of Educational Science: Centre of Intercultural Studies
Via Vipacco 7, 37129 Verona – Italy
Tel.: +39-045-8028147 /  8028534 
E-mail: centro.interculturale@ateneo.univr.it

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

INTERCULTURAL PARADOXES IN WEBQUEST
The KulTIC project (http://www.kultic.net)
 
The KulTIC project aimed to work on intercultural paradoxes that emerge in multicultural societies. 
Using an adaptation of the webquest methodology, the research group focused on performing 
complex activities with through these materials in secondary school settings. The main aim was 
fostering critical thinking and tolerance in youngsters. The twelve issues presented were topics 
related to immigration, such as family, work, and identity among others. Findings confirmed that the 
use of these materials helped in achieving critical thinking and in the overcoming of prejudices and 
stereotypes. Materials are available only in Catalan language now.
 
For more information, please contact:
Enric Prats - enricprats@ub.edu

Call for Papers
INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION: Paideia, Polity, Demoi
Athens, June 22th to June 26th 2009
www.iaie.org/athens

Organized by the International Association for Intercultural Education (IAIE) & the Hellenic Migration 
Policy Institute (IMEPO) 

Conference Venue: Divani Caravel (www.divanis.com/caravel)
In collaboration with:
International Association for the Study of Cooperation in Education (IASCE)
Hellenic American College

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF THE CONFERENCE: ENGLISH
Presentations in Spanish and Greek will be offered in Strand 6

Keynote Speakers: 
Professor Jim Banks, Kerry and Linda Killinger Professor of Diversity Studies and Founding 
Director, Center for Multicultural Education, University of Washington, Seattle

Emeritus Professor Jagdish Singh Gundara, University of London-Institute of Education, Head of 
the International Centre for Intercultural Studies, UNESCO Chair in Intercultural Studies and 
Teacher Education, President of IAIE. 

The conference was organized in response to the critical need to explore the many ways that 
intercultural education (paideia) can contribute to defining and shaping the role of migrant 
populations (demoi) as active participants in contemporary multicultural societies (polities). 

The main conference (June 24, 25, 26, 2009) will be organized in 6 strands:

  - Strand 1: Intercultural, Multicultural Education and Diversity: Theoretical perspectives on 
    connections and divergences 
  - Strand 2: Intercultural Learning in Multicultural Contexts: dynamic approaches and practical 
    applications 
  - Strand 3: Intercultural Education and its Relationship to Globalization, Citizenship, Human Rights 
    and Social Justice Issues
  - Strand 4: Cooperative Learning for Intercultural Education: Theory and Practice (IASCE Strand)
  - Strand 5: Looking at various types of diversity: Gender issues, Anti-Semitism, Xenophobia, 
    Islamophobia, Religion and Belief diversity through an intercultural lens. 
  - Strand 6: Spanish-language and Greek-language presentations on Intercultural Education  

For more information, visit the conference website: www.iaie.org/athens

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

VIII Latin American Congress in Intercultural Bilingual Education  
December 3-5, 2008, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Info: congresoeib@me.gov.ar , Phone 54-11-41291359/1476

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

Sharing cultures 2009 International Conference: International Conference on Intangible 
Heritage
30 May-01 Jun 2009, Pico Island, Azores – Portugal
Now that the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and the Operational 
Directives have been approved by UNESCO, one of the the main goals of Sharing Cultures 2009 
is to promote discussion on these relevant issues.
For more information: http://sharing.cultures2009.greenlines-institute.org/index.php

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

IAEVG International Conferences 2009. “Coherence, Co-operation and Quality in Guidance 
and Counseling
3-5 June, Jyväskilä, Finland
Visit http://ktl.jyu.fi/ktl/iaevg2009fin/ for conference information. 
ATTENTION: Papers are now being accepted. Deadline for proposals: November 30, 2008

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Jiva International Conference
October 2010, Bangalore, India
Information: promise@vsnl.com

For more conference information, see www.allconferences.com

INTER NEWSLETTER 
For further information about the INTER Network visit: http://internetwork.up.pt 

If there is information that you would like to have included in the newsletter, please 
send it to:  
Namrata Sharma  NSharma@ioe.ac.uk
or 
Teresa Aguado    maguado@edu.uned.es 

This project has been funded with support from the European 
Commission. This publication reflects the views only for the 
author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any 
use which may be made of the information contained therein.


